Morrison,Graham - Shaw,John
4ncl, 16.02.2014
John Shaw

Playing into a sharp opening theory line when you are aware you know none of the theory - good idea or bad idea?
I answered this challenging question at the 4ncl last weekend.

1.d4 d5 2.0 £3 © {6 3.c4 c6 4.8 c3 dxcd 5.24 ¥15 6.3 e6 7.¥xc4 ¥b4 8.0-0 0-0
The line Boris Avrukh covers in "GM Repertoire 17: The Classical Slav" is 8...2 bd7 and I would have played it,
but I had not had time to study those chapters, especially as Graham normally plays 4.€3.

9.£ €2 ¥g6 10.0 ¢5 @ bd7 11.2 xg6 hxg6 12.] d1 £a5 13.2 a2

XY

8r+ - + - trk+0
7zpp+n+pzp - 0
6- +p+psnp+0

Swg +- +- +-0
4PvILzP - + - +0
3+ - +-2zP- +- 0
2NzP - +QzPPzPO
1tR- VLR+ - mK O
xabcdefghy

13...£ xa4

A rush of blood to the head. I knew this was the critical line, but had no clue what was meant to happen next.

13..¥¢7 14.e4 £h5 is much more my plodding style, as in T. Woodward - ]. Shaw, Sunningdale 2007. Maybe
White is a touch better, but it is not scary.

14.e4 £a5 15.e5 2 d5 16.h4
This is very scary indeed.

16...! e8P
I made this up over the board, but I see it has been played before.

16...¢5 is a principled alternative.

17.h5 gxh5 18.£ xh5 g6 19.£ g4©

White certainly has attacking chances on the kingside.

19..¥18

Seems sensible, but there were also other options:

19..¢ g7; 19..¥e7



XY

8r+ - +rvlk+0
7zpp+n+p+ - 0
6- +p+p+p+0

swgqg +nzP - +- 0
4- +LzP - +Q+0
3+ - +-+-+-0
2NzP - + - zPP+0
1tR- VvLR+ - mK O
xabcdefghy

20.¥d2N
20.¥g5 £ 7 (20..¥g7N) Jepson - Walinder, Malmo 2012. 21.; d3N

20...£ b6 21.8 c3 @ xc3 22.bxc3 a5
Man with a plan. But later I kept to the plan too rigidly.

23.¥d3
23.¥g5 ¥g7 24, d31?

23..¥g7 24.¢3

White's plan is clear to see: @gZ, and double major pieces on the h-file. I was comparing to a Dragon and
thinking I should not get mated as my king might run to {8, but I underestimated how much power the e5—pawn
adds to the attack, compared to a Dragon.

24...a4 25.C g2 a3?
My first big mistake (other than the huge practical point of choosing this line at all on move 13).

I needed to prepare a sac on €5, with, for example, 25...£ d8 26.¥g5 @ xe5 27.dxe5 £ d5+ 28.¢ gl £ xe5+ With 3
pawn for the bishop, anything could happen.

XY
8r+ - +r+k+0
7+p+n+pvl - 0

6- wqp+p+p+0

5+ - +-zP- +- 0
4- + - zP- +Q+0
3zp- zPL+ - zP- O
2- + - vL- zPK+0

1tR- +R+

xabcdefghy

+-0



26.£ h4! a2 27.} hl @ xe5

My time had all but disappeared and my position is collapsing. "Desperation” is the traditional annotation.

28.dxe5 £ d8
In swindle mode. 28...¥xe5 29.¥xg6 is fatal.

Xy

8r+ - wqgr+k+0
7+pt+ - +pvl -0
6- +p+p+p+0

5+ - + - zP- +- 0
4- + - +- + - wQO
3+ - zPL+ - zP- O
2p+ - vbL- zPK+0
1tR- + - + - +RO
xabcdefghy

29.£ h7+!
I was hoping for 29.¥ g5 £ d5+! (Not 29...£ xd3? 30.£ h7+ ¢ {8 31.£ xg7+ and mate) 30.¢ gl £ xe5+

29...¢ £8 30.¥ho6!
The cheeky 30.c4! also works, enabling a check on b4.

30...£ d5+ 31.f3 ¥xh6
31...£ xe5 32.£ h8++—

32.£xh6+ ¢ €7 33.£ g5+ ¢ d7 34.. hdl ¢ 7 35.£ f6 £b3 36.E xf7+ ¢ b6 37.£ f4 | ed8 38.£d2 ! a3

XY

8- +-1tr- +- +0
7+p+ - +- +-0
6- mkp+p+p+0

b+ - +- zP- +- 0
4- + - +- +- +0
3trqzPL+PzP -0
2p+ - wQ +K+0
1tR- +R+ - +- 0
xabcdefghy

39.} dbl! axbl£ 40.} xbl £ xb1 41.£ 3+

An excellent game by Graham, which nudges him closer to the 2400 rating that will earn him a well deserved IM
title (he has all the required norms).
1-0



Franklin,Samuel (2370) - Aagaard,Jacob (2518) C41
4NCL Hinckley Island (6), 16.02.2014
Jacob Aagaard

This game was rather uneventful. There are some interesting deep strategic considerations, with the need for White
to be active when he has a slightly worse structure. But mainly, for me, the game is a candidate move exercise on
move 19.

l.e4 d6 2.d4 = f6 3.0 c3 €5 4.2 f3 a3 bd7 5.¥c4 ¥e7 6.0-0 0-0 7. el c6 8.a4 b6 9.¥a2 a6 10.¥e3 | b8

XY

8- trlwg - trk+0
7+ - +nvlpzppO
6pzppzp - sn- +0
ot - + - zp- +- 0
4P+ - zPP+ - +0
3+ - sN VLN+ - O
2L.zPP+ - zPPzPO
1tR- +QtR - mK O
xabcdefghy

11.dxe5

11.2 h4 seems to be the most dangerous according to theory. A quick glance suggest that after 11...exd4 12.¥xd4
(12.£ xd4 @ ¢5 13.] adl @ e6=) 12...8 ¢5 13.8 {3! White has done well. But Black needs to try: 13...2 fd7!N and
now he looks sort of safe after 14.£ d2 b5 15.axb5 axb5 16.£ €3 ¥b7+

11...dxe5 12.2 h4
12.£ €2 ¥b4 13.¥d2 £ e7= Skorna - Tustanowski, email 2003.

12..09c513.£13
13.£ xd8 ¥xd8 14.¥xc5? bxc5 15.] abl ¥a5j

13.0 {512 looked more dangerous. 13.. ¥xf5! (After 13...2 fxe4 14.0 xe7+ £xe7 15.8 xe4 @ xe4 16.£ 3! White is
better. Sam had planned this, but then got distracted. Here I believed that I could play 16...2 d6 and even be
better, but after 17.¥f4!+ all this crumbles into dust.) 14.exf5 £ xd1 15.] axdl b5 White is potentially a bit better
here, although Black looks reasonably solid.

13..a g4 14.0 (5
It made no sense to me not to include 14. adl, but I do not think White is better. It is even more surprising to
see that this would be a novelty!

14...0 xe3 15.£ xe3N

This was a bit weird, but not yet a significant mistake.

15.] xe3 ¥¢5 16.] d1 and now:



XY
8- tlwg - trk+0
7+ - + - +pzpp0
6pzpp+ - +- +0
5+ - sn- zpNvl - O
4P+ - +P+ - +0
3+ - sN tRQ+ - 0
2LzPP+ - zPPzPO
1+ - +tR+ - mK O
xabcdefghy

a) I had planned 16...£ f61?N 17.] d6 ¥e6 18.] xc6 ¥xe3 19.£ xe3 ¢ h8+

b) 16...£ 7 is more solid. After 17.£ g3 Black can take on 5 with complete equality. He was also ok after 17...¥{6
18.b4 1@ e6, but here he started to drife: 19.] d6 | d8 20.} ed3 | xd6 21.} xd6 g6? 22.} d1? (22.b5!x) 22..¥g7
23.0d6 1 d8? (23..¥d7=) 24.h3 ¥e6? 25.0 ¢8l+— €5 falls. 25..£ ¢7 26.0 xg7 ¥xa2 270 (5 £¢6 28.8xa2 1-0
Stolz-Dietze, Germany 2007)

15...¥g5! 16.£ g3 £ 6 17.b42!
White already needs to play actively to justify his choices. 17.] adl ¥e6 18.} d6 | bd8 19.} xc6! ¥d2 (19...2 xe4?
20.8 xed £ x5 21.h4!! ¥xh4 22.£ xh4 ¥xa2 23.b31) 20.f3 ¥xel 21.£ xel©

17...0 ¢6 18.} adl g6! 19.0 d6?
19.} d6 ¥4 20.£ h4 (20.£ d3 gxf5 21.exf5 4!l Franklin.) 20...£ xh4 21.0 xh4 @ d4 22.0 €213

XHHHTY

8- trl+ - trk+0
7+ - + - +p+p0
6pzppsNnwgp+0
5+ - +- zp- vl- 0
4PzP - +P+ - +0
3+ - sN +- w@ O

2L+P+ - zPPzPO
1+ - +RtR - mK O
xabcdefghy

19...¥h4!
A tricky move to see. But once I got this idea, everything just fell into place. Probably he could have defended
better around here, but his position is rotten and it is very hard to play good moves when this is the case.

20.£ €3
20.£ 312 £ xf3 21.gxf3 @ d4p

20..0d4 21.0 xc8 & xc2 22.£ e2 @ xel 23.0 d6



This was something I did not consider. 23.9 a7 | a8 24.8 xc6 @ xg2 25.¢ xg2 £ xc6—+

23... bd8 24.a xf7
24.8 c4 also does not work. 24...] xd1 25.8 xdl @ d3! 26.£xd3 | d8 27.£¢2 | xd1+ 28.£xd1 £xf2+ 29.¢ hl

£ xa2 and wins.
XHHHTY
8- + - tr- trk+0
7+ - + - +N+p0
6pzpp + - wqp+0
5+ - +- zp- +- 0
4PzP - +P+ - vlO
3+ - sN +- +-0
2L+ - +QzPPzPO
1+ - +Rsn - mK O
xabcdefghy

24.. £ xf2+!
Simplest.

25.£ xf2 ¥xf2+ 26.¢ xf2 | xd1 27.8 xd1 & d3+ 28.¢ €3 © xb4 29.¥b3
29.8 xe5+ @ xa2 30.8 xc6 was the last chance, though Black should win easily.

29...! xf7 30.8 b2 b5
0-1

McNab,C (2453) - Varnam,L (2120) A37
4NCL 201314 Hinckley ENG (5.174), 15.02.2014

White to play and win. In fact, knowing there is a win makes it quite easy, but spotting it over-the-board was good
going. The solution can be found at the end of the newsletter.

XY

8- +- tR- +- +0
7+ - +- +- +-0
6- +- + - +kzpO
5+ - +- +p+ -0
4- + - +r+ - +0
3+ - +- +KzP - 0
2- +- +PzP - +0
1+ - +- +-+-0
xabcdefghy



Grund,Holger (2428) - Greet,Andrew N (2423) C19
4NCL Division 1a Hinckley Island ENG (5.143), 15.02.2014
Greet,Andrew

l.ed 6 2.d4 d5 3.8 c3 ¥b4 4.¢5 c5 5.23 ¥xc3+ 6.bxc3 0 e7 7.24 0 bc6 8.0 f3 £2a5 9.£d2 ¥d7 10.¥d3

XIHHHIY

8r+ - +k+ - tr0
7zpp+isnpzppO

6- +n+p+ - +0

swg zppzP- +- 0
4P+ - zP- + - +0
3+ - zPL+N+ - O
2- +PwQ - zPPzPO
1tR- vL- mK +RO
xabcdefghy

10...16!
As prescribed by Emanuel Berg in GM 14.

11.exf6 gxf6 12.0-0 c4 13.¥e2 1 f5
13...0-0-0 gives White the option of 14.8 h4, which is not too scary, but it does give White some breathing
room on the kingside.

14.¥a3 0-0-0
I remembered that Emanuel's analysis ended somewhere around here. 1 think Black is at least equal, and the
course of this game tends to support that assessment.

Xy

8- +ktr - + - trO
7zpp+l+ - +p0

6- +n+tpzp - +0
Swg +p+n+ -0

4P+pzP - + - +0
3vL- zP- +N+ - O
2- +PwQLzPPzPO
1tR- + - +RmK- 0O
xabcdefghy

15.; fbl ¢ b8 16.¥c5 ¥c8 17.¥f1 | dg8 18.; b5 £c7 19.a5 | g6 20.} abl ¢ a8 21.¥b6 £g7 22.¢ hl | g8
23 oel



XY

8k+I+ - +r+0
/zpp+ - + - wqgpO
6- vLn+pzpr+0
5zPR+p+n+ -0
4- +pzP - + - +0
3+ - zP- +- +-0
2- +PwQ - zPPzPO
1+R+ - sNL+KO
xabcdefghy

23...0 d6! 24, 5b2 0 e4 25.£ €3 £ h6 26.£ xh6 | xh6—+
Black is winning material. The rest of the game is a bit of a fiasco; I carelessly allowed my opponent to get back
into the game, and at one point he was even winning before he blundered at the end.

27.£30.d2 28.%¢7 ¢5 29.¢ gl B xb1 30. xbl ¥£5 31. b5 | c8 32.¥d6 ! d8 33.¥c5 | g6 34.¢ £2 | gg8 35.93
h5 36.] b2 @ xa5 37.¥e7 | de8 38.¥xf6 @ c6 39.| b5 exd4 40.] xd5 ¥e6 41.} xh5 | gf8 42.¥xd4 © xd4
43.cxd4 | d8 44.c3 ¥d5 45.f4 | h8 46.; xh8 | xh8 47.h3 b5 48.¢ €3 a5 49.2 c2 ¢ b7 50.f5 | €8+ 51.¢ d2 ¥ e4
52.8 a3 ¢ c6 53.g4 | h8 54.f6 ¥d3 55.¥xd3 cxd3 56.g5 ¢ d5 57.2 xb5 ¢ €6 58.¢ xd3 | xh3+ 59.C c4 | g3

XY

8- +- +- +- 40
7+ - +- +- +-0
6- + - +kzP - +0
5zpN+ - + - zP- O
4- +KzP - + - +0
3+ - zP- + - tr- 0
2- +- +- +- +0
1+ - +- +- +-0
xabcdefghy

60.0 c7+42
60.d5+ ¢ d7 (60...¢ f7 61.8 d6+ ¢ g6 62.1 e4) 61.0 d4!+—

60...¢ £7 61.d5 | xg5 62.¢ b5 ¢ xf6 63.c4 | g4 64.d6 a4 65.¢522
65.C xad=

65...23 66.d7 ¢ 7 67.c6 | d4 68.¢ ¢5 | xd7 69.cxd7 ¢ xd7
0-1



Greet,Andrew N (2423) - Rogers,Jonathan W (2300)
4NCL Division 1a Hinckley Island ENG (6.121), 16.02.2014
Greet,Andrew

1.d4 d5 2.c4 5 3.dxe5 d4 4.0 {3 0 ¢6 5.a3 ¥eb6 6.0 bd2 @ ge7 7.0 b3 0 f5 8.£ d3
My opponent has quite a few openings in his repertoire, one of which is the Albin. I skimmed through Avrukh's
analysis and remembered clearly up to this point, but forgot the recommendation a couple of moves later.

8...a5 9.¥f4 a4 10.g42!

I was ‘out of book o

XHHHIY

8r+ - wqgkvl - trO
7+pzp - +pzpp0
6- +n+l+ - +0
5+ - +- zPn+ - O
4p+Pzp - VvLP+O0
3zPN+Q+N+ -0
2- zP- +PzP - zPO
1tR- + - mKL+RO

xabcdefghy
o] a a a £ ¥
¥
¥
—0- —0- ¥ ¥e3 ¥ ¥ o ¥
XY

8- +ktr - + - tr0
7+pzp - +pzpp0
6- +- +- +- +0
5+ - vl- sn- +- 0
4p+P+L+ - 40
3P- +PvL - +- 0
2- zP- + - zP- zPO
1+ - mKR+- +RO
xabcdefghy



