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Quality Chess 2009
Grandmaster Season

The philosophy of Quality Chess is to publish books containing the highest possible level of 
chess and writing. In 2009 we continued this tradition with a range of books written mainly by 
grandmasters.

GM Boris Avrukh’s first book for Quality Chess was highly acclaimed and gave a repertoire for 
White with 1.d4 against 1...d5. Now his Grandmaster Repertoire 2 – 1.d4 Volume Two completes 
his repertoire for White. The second volume covers all Black’s replies to 1.d4 except 1...d5. In 
Grandmaster Repertoire 3 – The English Opening Vol.1, award-winning author GM Mihail 
Marin presents the first half of a complete repertoire for White based on 1.c4. The first volume 
covers 1.c4 e5. In Grandmaster Repertoire 4 – The English Opening Vol.2 Marin completes 
his 1.c4 repertoire. In Grandmaster Repertoire 5 – The Sicilian Defence GM Lubomir Ftacnik 
supplies a complete repertoire for Black against 1.e4 with 1...c5. The sharp Sicilian Najdorf is the 
meat of the repertoire.

The romantic King’s Gambit was favoured by the chess elite of the 19th century, but can it thrive 
in the 21st century? GM John Shaw takes up the challenge by writing The King’s Gambit. In 
Attacking the Spanish IM Sabino Brunello examines and explains three gambit lines for Black 
(the Schliemann, Gajewski and Marshall) against the popular Spanish or Ruy Lopez opening. 

Opening books are popular with chessplayers, but we cover chess from first move till last. IM 
Tibor Karolyi’s Genius in the Background introduces brilliant chess that will be unfamiliar even 
to well-read chessplayers. A broad range is covered from openings to endgames, puzzles to training 
– the common theme is that the chess and its creators deserve to be better known. Reggio Emilia 
2007/2008 is a tournament book celebrating fifty years of the famous Italian event. All the games 
from 2007/2008 are profoundly annotated – some by Grandmaster Mihail Marin, others by the 
players themselves, including Korchnoi, Almasi, Navara and Ni Hua. In Champions of the New 
Millennium three experienced authors (Browne, Ftacnik and Kopec) profile the top 18 stars of 
modern chess. The authors (two GMs and one IM) give a short biography of each star before 
annotating four of their best games.

In Attacking Manual Volume 1 – 2nd Edition and Attacking Manual Volume 2 former British 
Champion GM Jacob Aagaard explains the rules of attack (the exploitation of a dynamic advantage) 
in an accessible and entertaining style. The second edition of Volume 1 includes extra material 
and has been completely re-edited and re-typeset. Volume 2 completes Aagaard’s magnum opus, 
to which he has devoted five years of his life. The Quality Chess Puzzle Book by GM John Shaw 
is a puzzle book with a twist – it is designed not just to entertain but also to instruct. In Build up 
your Chess with Artur Yusupov – Volumes 1-3, renowned grandmaster Artur Yusupov delivers a 
complete course of chess improvement designed to guide the reader from beginner to master.



Forthcoming in 2009/2010
The next generation of Quality Chess Books

We are proud of the reputation our company has built. For example, GM Boris Gelfand, the 2007 
World Championship runner-up, said “You can quote me on this forever – Quality Chess is the 
best chess publisher.” We have many projects planned to support and enhance this reputation.

The popular GM Repertoire series will continue with Danish GM Lars Schandorff supplying 
a complete repertoire for Black against 1.e4 with 1...c6, in Grandmaster Repertoire 6 – The 
Caro-Kann. Top Israeli GM Boris Alterman is writing two books about gambit play – one for 
White and one for Black. Modern chess tends to be materialistic, but Alterman shows that there 
is much to learn from the “old-fashioned” swashbuckling style. Finnish IM Tapani Sammalvuo 
is a respected opening theoretician, as he will demonstrate with The Complete Queen’s Indian 
Defence.

GM Mihail Marin will write Common Grandmaster Mistakes – and how to avoid them: an 
instructive topic that the award-winning author has wanted to write about for many years. Artur 
Yusupov’s Build up your Chess series was warmly received by critics and readers. Now in the 
Boost your Chess and Chess Evolution series the famous trainer and former World Number 
3 offers further guidance to chessplayers who are determined to improve. IM Tibor Karolyi will 
write two volumes on Karpov’s Strategic Wins. Karpov is a former World Champion and one of 
the finest ever positional players, so Karolyi will have no shortage of material. 
 

Glasgow, July 2009
Chief editor, Grandmaster John Shaw



Creating the Grandmaster Repertoire series seemed a natural idea. There has been a glut of 
opening books offering simplistic coverage of a subject. Apart from a few exceptions, it almost 
seemed like the concept of a high-level repertoire book had been forgotten. As chess players 
and fans, we felt we were missing out, and because we can, we decided to do something about 
it.

The books in the Grandmaster Repertoire series are written by grandmasters, edited by 
grandmasters, and will certainly be read by grandmasters. Of course, this does not mean that 
players who are not grandmasters cannot benefit from them. We have worked hard to make our 
books clear in their presentation and to make it possible for the readers to decide the depth to 
which they want to study them.

It is our conviction that most players will eventually enjoy greater success by playing the main 
lines, simply because they are, in most cases, based on stronger moves. Instinctively most 
players know this, but for one reason or another they employ easy-to-learn but unambitious 
systems, or dubious gambits. These approaches may yield success from time to time, but we 
would argue that they are less conducive to a player’s overall development.

In these days of multi-million game databases, we all have access to information. The difficulty 
comes from trying to navigate through the ever-expanding jungle of games and variations. In 
this groundbreaking new series, readers will be guided by the insights of grandmasters, each 
chosen for their special expertise in the opening in question.

We are immensely excited about this new series, and we hope that the readers will share our 
enthusiasm.

Grandmaster Repertoire

An update to a Classic Concept 



Grandmaster Repertoire 1-2

A complete Repertoire for White after 1.d4

Top grandmaster Boris Avrukh charts a course towards an advantage with 1.d4. In this book 
he presents an improved version of the repertoire that elevated him to the top 50, focusing on 
main lines with a kingside fianchetto.

Volume One covers the openings after 1.d4 d4 2.c4, particularly the Catalan, Queen’s Gambit 
Accepted, Semi-Slav, Slav, and other Queen’s Gambit lines. Volume Two covers all Black’s other 
answers to 1.d4.

Boris Avrukh is a grandmaster from Israel. He is an individual Olympiad gold medallist, former 
World Junior Champion and analysis partner of World Championship finalists. In 2008 he won 
silver with the Israeli national team at the Dresden Olympiad.

Price: € 27.99 448 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-33-6

Price: € 24.99 448 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-05-3



Grandmaster Repertoire 3-4

A complete Repertoire for White after 1.c4

Mihail Marin’s reputation as a chess author is unsurpassed. In these two books he reveals
his own white repertoire with the English Opening. The theory is state-of-the-art with many
novelties suggested, but most useful of all are Marin’s lucid explanations of how to play the
resulting positions.

Volume One covers 1.c4 e5 while Volume Two covers all other replies to 1.c4, including 1...c5, 
1...e6, 1...c6 and so on.

Mihail Marin is a grandmaster from Romania. His previous books for Quality Chess have estab-
lished him as one of the world’s finest chess authors.

Price: € 27.99 400 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-38-1

Price: € 24.99 400 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-04-6



Grandmaster Repertoire 5

A complete Repertoire for Black after 1.e4 c5

Lubomir Ftacnik is a renowned opening analyst with great experience and expertise in the 
Sicilian Defence. In this book he reveals his secrets to provide a complete repertoire for Black 
against 1.e4 with 1...c5. The meat of the repertoire is the Najdorf variation – the perennial 
favourite of those who want to attack with Black. It is no coincidence that Fischer, Kasparov and 
Anand have all relied on the Najdorf. Naturally, White’s less critical tries are also covered, such as 
the 2.c3, 2.¤f3 d6 3.¥b5+, and the Closed Sicilian.

• A sharp yet sound complete repertoire
• Critical lines explained by an expert
• Hundreds of novelties
• Busts many recommended lines

Lubomir Ftacnik is a grandmaster 
from Slovakia. Despite his numerous 
international tournament victories, from 
European Junior Champion in 1977 to 
winning the World Open in 2008, he is most 
famous as an opening analyst.

Price: € 27.99 320 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-08-4



The King’s Gambit must be the favourite opening of every attacking player. In the glory days of 
Paul Morphy in the nineteenth century, to play anything else was regarded as almost cowardly 
but in modern times the popularity of the King’s Gambit has faded. Today’s players, under the 
malign influence of their computer programs, are more materialistic and loath to sacrifice a 
pawn for long-term compensation. The honourable exceptions are Alexander Morozevich and 
Nigel Short, two world-class players who are willing to risk the King’s Gambit.

John Shaw seeks to popularize this ancient opening, with in-depth analysis solving many of the 
supposed problems with this opening. Despite the complexity of the material, the reader will 
have no difficulties following the book, as Shaw clearly explains the issues using his skill as an 
experienced author.

The romantic King’s Gambit was favoured by the chess elite of the 19th century, but can it thrive 
in the 21st century? Grandmaster John Shaw takes up the challenge.

John Shaw is a grandmaster and experienced 
author, who has been Scottish Champion 
three times.                                   John Shaw  

The King’s Gambit 

by Grandmaster John Shaw

Price: € 23.99 224 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-976004-9-1



The Spanish opening, 1.e4 e5 2.¤f3 ¤c6 3.¥b5, is so respected that many Black players 
immediately start defending. Brunello shows that Black can engage in a tense fight for the win 
right from the start. The three gambits considered in this book have all been recently tested by 
top 10 players.

1.e4 e5 2.¤f3 ¤c6 3.¥b5 f5 The Schliemann, with its reversed King’s Gambit flair, has always 
been popular with club players, but grandmasters knew it was unsound. Then Teimour Radjabov 
started playing it successfully against the elite and sparked a revival.

1.e4 e5 2.¤f3 ¤c6 3.¥b5 a6 4.¥a4 ¤f6 5.0–0 ¥e7 6.¦e1 b5 7.¥b3 d6 8.c3 0–0 9.h3 ¤a5 
10.¥c2 d5 The Gajewski variation is brand new. The position after White’s tenth move had 
been reached a thousand times with 10...c5 universally played, when in the summer of 2007 the 
Polish grandmaster Gajewski revealed that Black has a fascinating gambit at his disposal.

1.e4 e5 2.¤f3 ¤c6 3.¥b5 a6 4.¥a4 ¤f6 5.0–0 ¥e7 6.¦e1 b5 7.¥b3 0–0 8.c3 d5 The Marshall 
Attack is sound and aggressive, so it is no surprise that it is favoured by the world’s best. The 
theory is so complex that an expert guide is 
required, and Brunello is well suited to the task, 
having played the Marshall for most of his life.

International Master Sabino Brunello is one 
of the leaders of the youthful revival in Italian 
chess. Brunello is still a teenager, but his rating 
is already 2550 and increasing daily. By the 
time this book is printed he will probably be a 
grandmaster.

Attacking the Spanish 

by International Master Sabino Brunello

Price: € 23.99 288 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-17-6



2007 British Champion Jacob Aagaard explains the rules of attack (the exploitation of a dynamic 
advantage) in an accessible and entertaining style. This groundbreaking work is well balanced 
between easily understandable examples, exercises and deep analysis. Five years in the making, 
this book will surely not disappoint. Volume I deals with bringing all the pieces into the action, 
momentum, colour schemes, strongest and weakest points, evolution/revolution.

This is the first thorough examination of the nature of dynamics in chess. The principles in this 
book are universal and relevant in every chess game played. The book contains great attacking 
chess. In lively no-nonsense language, Aagaard explains how the best chess players in the world 
attack. 

2ND EDITION!
This second version includes extra material 
and has been completely re-edited and  
re-typeset.
 

Attacking Manual 1 – Basic Principles 

by Grandmaster Jacob Aagaard

Price: € 27.99 320 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-976004-0-8



The old masters  dealt only with the static features of positional rules. But these are insufficient 
to explain the basics of chess. The problem is that chess, like other sciences, has undergone 
a dynamic revolution, but chess literature doesn’t yet reflect it. In this major work Aagaard 
explains the rules of attack (the exploitation of a dynamic advantage), balanced between 
understandable examples, and deep analysis. Five years in the making, this book deals with 
weak kings, sacrifices, various minor attacking themes, intuitive sacrifices, opposite castling, 
modern king hunts, and enduring initiative.

Jacob Aagaard from Glasgow, Scotland is one 
of the foremost chess writers of his generation 
and a trainer of successful pupils of all ages, 
from amateurs to grandmasters. In his spare 
time he won the 2007 British Championship 
and gained the grandmaster title.

  

Attacking Manual 2 – Technique and Praxis  

by Grandmaster Jacob Aagaard

Price: € 27.99 440 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-976004-1-5



Renowned grandmaster Artur Yusupov delivers a complete course of chess improvement. 
Volume 1, The Fundamentals, showed club players the basic ideas they should know; Volume 
2, Beyond the Basics, set off on the road to mastery, and in Volume 3 we arrive at our final 
destination. Yusupov guides the reader using carefully selected positions and advice. This new 
understanding is then tested by a series of puzzles.

Artur Yusupov was ranked No. 3 in the world from 1986 to 1992, just behind the legendary Kar-
pov and Kasparov. He has won everything there is to win in chess except for the World Cham-
pionship. In recent years he has mainly worked as a chess trainer with players ranging from 
current World Champion Anand to local amateurs in Germany, where he resides.

Build up your Chess - Volumes 1-3  
by Grandmaster Artur Yusupov

Price: € 23.99 304 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-26-8

Price: € 23.99 288 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-10-7

Price: € 23.99 264 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-01-5



Go from beginner to master with Artur Yusupov,

one of the world’s leading chess trainers

GM Artur Yusupov’s two new series, Boost your Chess and Chess Evolution, will offer further 
guidance to chessplayers who are determined to improve. Yusupov is a top trainer and former 
World Number 3, so his expertise is not in doubt. The key is ensuring that the reader is actively 
involved in the learning process rather than passively taking in a lecture. Yusupov’s technique 
is to offer his advice and then test the reader’s understanding in a series of entertaining 
puzzles. 

Boost your Chess and Chess Evolution are two series of three volumes, which are 
designed to help the reader progress from the level of a club player to master strength. It is a 
challenging task, but with Yusupov’s help, anything is possible. As with Build up your Chess, 
the two new series progress from The Fundamentals to Beyond the Basics, culminating in 
Mastery. Thus, the three series combine to create a nine-book comprehensive chess course 
with three books at each of the three levels.



Genius in the Background  

International Master Tibor Karolyi & Nick Aplin

Genius in the Background introduces brilliant chess that will be unfamiliar to even well-read 
chessplayers. Twelve chess stars are profiled with examples of their greatest achievements, 
but these stars are not famous – they are geniuses who stay in the background. For example, 
Pervakov and Afek are not household names but they compose chess studies and puzzles 
of such elegance and cleverness that they deserve to be famous. Top players such as Garry 
Kasparov and Veselin Topalov may be famous names to chess fans, but they did not become 
World Champions without great help – two of their coaches are profiled in this book and 
provide insights into the education of a chess champion. A broad range of chess is covered by 
the twelve profiles – from openings to endgames, puzzles to training. The common thread is 
beauty and brilliance that deserves to be better known.

Tibor Karolyi is an International Master 
from Budapest, Hungary. He was Hungarian 
Champion in 1984 and is also an award-
winning author and renowned chess coach. 
One of his previous books won the Guardian’s 
chess Book of the Year prize in 2007. 
Karolyi coached Peter Leko, a former World 
Championship challenger, during Leko’s 
teenage years when in the space of four years 
Leko improved from promising junior to a top 
grandmaster.

Nick Aplin is a university professor and 
respected chess author from Singapore.

Price: € 23.99 480 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-37-4



Quality Chess Puzzle Book  

Grandmaster John Shaw

When John Shaw decided to write a puzzle book he had many ideas in mind:

* The puzzles should be challenging but not so difficult that a chessboard is needed
* They can be solved on the train, plane or wherever you happen to be when you have a few 

minutes to spare
* The positions should be educational with some instructive point to the solution

But, he also selected many puzzles just because they were fun.

The positions are all from fairly recent games, so the reader will not have seen them before in 
older puzzle books.

Grandmaster John Shaw is the chief editor 
at Quality Chess. He has been Scottish 
Champion three times.

Price: € 23.99 264 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-12-1



Beat the KID 

Grandmaster Jan Markos

The King’s Indian Defence is one of Black’s most ambitious and popular replies to 1.d4, so White 
needs to be well prepared.

Grandmaster Jan Markos shows the way with three separate repertoires for White. Each of the 
lines he explains has a different style, ranging from solidly positional to wildly attacking.

* Expert chess analysis from a grandmaster.
* Explains how to tackle one of the most popular chess openings.
* Up-to-date analysis

Jan Markos is a young chess grandmaster 
from Slovakia who has won many international 
tournaments.

Price: € 23.99 176 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-15-2



Playing the Queen’s Gambit

Grandmaster Lars Schandorff

The power of the Queen’s Gambit is beyond question, even though it allows some serious de-
fences - the Slav and Semi-Slav are favoured by the elite, Kasparov was playing the Queen’s 
Gambit Accepted until he retired, and the Queen’s Gambit Declined has been trusted for a  
century.

The principled way for White to build a repertoire after 1.d4 d5 2.c4 is to play the critical 
main lines. Take as much space as possible – no compromises. That is Lars Schandorff’s  
attitude and so his choice is clear:

* 5.¥g5 against the Semi-Slav
* 6.¤e5 versus the 5...¥f5 main line Slav
* 3.e4 against the Queen’s Gambit Accepted
* The Exchange Variation versus the Queen’s Gambit Declined
* 5.c5 against the 4...a6-Slav

The Tarrasch, Chigorin, Albin and all minor 
lines are also met with the same vigour - 
this is a complete White repertoire after 
1.d4 d5 2.c4.

Grandmaster Lars Schandorff from  
Denmark is renowned on the international 
circuit for the depth of his opening 
preparation.

Price: € 23.99 248 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-18-3



Reggio Emilia 2007/2008  

by Grandmaster Mihail Marin & Yuri Garrett

Reggio Emilia 2007/2008 celebrates fifty years of the famous Italian tournament. All the games 
are analysed, many of them by the players themselves: those sharing their wisdom include 
award-winning author Mihail Marin, rising star Ni Hua, tournament winner Zoltan Almasi and 
the legendary Viktor Korchnoi. In addition, photographs and entertaining stories take the reader 
behind the scenes at a top-class tournament.

    * Insights from famous grandmasters
    * An elegant and enlightening tournament book
    * Beautiful black & white photography

Mihail Marin is a grandmaster from Romania. 
His previous books for Quality Chess have 
established him as one of the world’s finest 
chess authors.

Yuri Garrett is an Italian publisher and 
tournament organizer.

Price: € 23.99 208 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-32-9



Champions of the New Millennium

by GM Ftacnik, IM Kopec and GM Browne

In Champions of the New Millennium three accomplished authors present the eighteen best 
chess players in the world today. Each player is introduced with an illuminating profile, and then 
four of his or her finest games are explained in depth.

The players are: Ten established stars: Anand, Kramnik, Topalov, Morozevich, Svidler, Mamedyarov, 
Shirov, Leko, Ivanchuk, Aronian. Six players likely to dominate the next decade: Karjakin, Carlsen, 
Radjabov, Wang Yue, Ponomariov and Grischuk. The best female player ever, Judit Polgar. And 
finally, World Championship finalist and comeback kid, American star Gata Kamsky.

Champions of the New Millennium is the ideal guide to who’s who in modern chess.

Lubomir Ftacnik is a Slovakian Grandmaster 
and renowned analyst.

Danny Kopec is an American International 
Master, an experienced author, and a professor 
of Computer Science.

Walter Browne is a Grandmaster and six-time 
US Champion.

Price: € 24.99 440 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-02-2



My System by Aron Nimzowitsch

For the first time, an English-speaking audience can appreciate the true nature of this 
famous chess book as this brand-new translation recreates the author’s original intention. 
Not to have read My System is regarded as a shocking gap in a chess player’s education, but 
English speakers had only poor translations that toned down or even deleted many passages 
because the translators feared Nimzowitsch’s famous biting wit would be controversial.
 
“One of the most stimulating books ever written about chess.”  Reuben Fine, American chess 
grandmaster  
Artur Yusupov, a world-class grandmaster, recently said “My System is my favourite chess 
book.”

Aron Nimzowitsch (1886-1935) was one of the greatest chess players of his day, ranked just 
behind the famous World Champions Alekhine and Capablanca. However, his reputation as an 
author is higher still, and he influenced modern chess thinking more than any other author.

Classic Quality Chess titles

Price: € 21.99 328 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-976005-3-8



Beating the Open Games by Mihail Marin

Acclaimed author and grandmaster Mihail Marin 
presents an opening repertoire for Black against the 
Open Games. This means providing an answer to 1.e4, 
but not considering the main lines of the Spanish 
Opening. This includes openings such as the Scotch, the 
Vienna, the Spanish Exchange Variation, and even the 
notorious King’s Gambit. 

Marin uses his renowned writing skills to explain the 
ideas behind each move, so Beating the Open Games 
escapes the standard opening book trap of being a 
boring list of analysis. Marin has based the book mainly 
on his own repertoire and reveals many original moves 
and ideas. After studying this book the reader will not 
only have an excellent repertoire but also a deeper 
understanding of chess. 

A Spanish Repertoire for Black by Mihail Marin

A world-class repertoire for Black against 1.e4. As the 
title suggests, the repertoire is based on the respected 
Spanish Opening, or the Ruy Lopez, as it is sometimes 
called. In his previous book, Beating the Open Games, 
Grandmaster Mihail Marin dealt with White’s options 
up to 3.¥b5. Now Marin provides all the answers for 
Black after 4.¥a4. This depth of chess expertise has 
rarely been published for a mass audience before, as 
grandmasters usually prefer to keep their secrets. The 
complexity of the material could have been daunting, 
but Marin is also a master of explaining profound ideas 
to a wide audience. 

Mihail Marin is a strong Grandmaster and a critically 
acclaimed author. His previous book Learn from 
the Legends won the biggest American award, the 
ChessCafe.com Book of the Year 2005. 

Price: € 23.99 236 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-976005-0-7

Price: € 25.99 332 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-976004-3-9



Play the Semi-Slav by David Vigorito

The Semi-Slav is one of the most popular chess openings 
that Black can play against 1.d4. The Semi-Slav is both 
sound and ambitious, which makes it a favourite of the 
chess elite. This book provides expert guidance on how 
to play this exciting variation. The author clearly explains 
which lines he recommends for Black and even offers a 
choice of replies against the main lines.

· Expert guidance on a popular chess opening. 
· An exciting and sound repertoire for Black
· Learn to use the methods of today’s top chess players 
· Clear explanations of standard plans
· Original analysis with many improvements

  
David Vigorito is an International Master from 
Massachusetts, USA, who is respected for his opening 
expertise. This is his second book for Quality Chess.  

Chess Tips for the Improving Player 
by Amatzia Avni

Chess Tips for the Improving Player gives practical 
advice for club players who want to take the next step 
towards chess mastery. Amatzia Avni looks at life from 
an unusual angle. His approach is far more creative than 
merely offering the usual tips such as “develop your 
pieces” and “control the centre”.

Instead of repeating clichés seen before in countless 
books, the author scrutinized a huge number of chess 
positions, asking himself, ‘What can be learned from 
them?’

The reader can now benefit from Avni’s painstaking 
efforts.

Amatzia Avni is an Israeli psychologist who is a FIDE 
Master both over-the-board and of composition. He has 
written several original and critically acclaimed books. 

Price: € 23.99 240 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-85779-03-1

Price: € 24.99 280 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-85779-01-7



The Berlin Wall by John Cox

The Berlin variation of the Spanish Opening is one of 
the most popular openings among world-class chess 
players. Black can play a completely sound opening 
based mainly on understanding rather than memorizing 
theory. The Berlin is regarded as one of the most reliable 
openings and is feared by attacking White players.  

· Expert guidance on one of the soundest 
openings.

· Play the opening that Kramnik used to dethrone 
Kasparov as World Champion

· Play excellent chess based on understanding rather 
than memorizing theory. 

· Written by an experienced and respected author. 

John Cox is a lawyer and International Master from 
London. He is an experienced author whose previous 
books have received high praise from the critics.  

Practical  Chess Defence 
 by Jacob Aagaard

Practical Chess Defence gives practical advice on 
various methods of defence, offering the chance to test 
and train with 200 challenging examples. While not for 
the faint-hearted, this book will help the reader greatly 
improve in this vital part of the game. 

“Lively and entertaining” John Saunders, BCM 

Jacob Aagaard from Glasgow, Scotland, is one of the 
foremost chess writers of his generation and a trainer 
of successful pupils of all ages, from amateurs to 
grandmasters. In his spare time he won the 2007 British 
Championship and gained the grandmaster title.

Price: € 23.99 328 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-85779-02-4

Price: € 24.99 304 pages 
ISBN: 978-91-975244-4-5



Chess Praxis by Aron Nimzowitsch

Chess Praxis was Nimzowitsch’s follow-up to his classic 
My System. My System introduced Nimzowitsch’s “hyper 
modern” theories about how chess should be played; 
Chess Praxis shows how these ideas work in practice.  
Nimzowitsch uses his own most entertaining games to ex-
plain how a grandmaster thinks about chess. 

· A fresh modern translation of a chess classic. 
· A famous chess book with a great reputation.
· Useful as an instructive manual, but also an entertaining 

games collection. 

Aron Nimzowitsch (1886-1935) was one of the greatest 
chess players of his day, ranked just behind the famous 
World Champions Alekhine and Capablanca. However, 
his reputation as an author is higher still, as he influenced 
modern chess thinking more than any other author.

True Lies in Chess by Lluís Comas Fabregó

Lluís Comas Fabregó takes on the challenging task of 
separating the truth from the lies in traditional advice on 
how to play better chess. By taking an irreverent look at 
the supposed absolute truths of chess, Comas Fabregó 
judges the validity of established rules and strategic 
concepts. Accompanied by many practical examples and 
good advice, readers learn how to reduce the complexity 
of chess towards the essential features of each position, 
and so improve their play. 

“A thought-provoking book...first impressions are of 
a highly interesting and non-standard effort.” Steve  
Giddins, BCM

“True Lies is a delight to read... a treasure-trove of  
highlights.” James Vigus, BCM

Lluís Comas Fabregó is a chess grandmaster and twice 
Spanish Champion.

Price: € 23.99 168 pages 
ISBN: 91-976005-7-1

Price: € 21.99 216 pages 
ISBN: 91-85779-00-8



Understanding Chess Tactics
by Martin Weteschnik

“Chess is 99% tactics” is an old saying. This may be an ex-
aggeration, but even the remaining 1% still depends on 
tactics. Martin Weteschnik provides an effective practical 
guide to improving tactical play in chess. This book is a 
fully revised English version of a German book that is con-
sidered a “classic”.
 
“An instant classic” - German Chess Monthly
 
“I enjoyed ‘Understanding Chess Tactics’ by Martin Wete-
schnik. Some authors of tactics books achieve rates of 
recycling of positions well above government targets but 
this book has a lot of fresh material.”  GM Michael Adams

Martin Weteschnik is a highly successful trainer from 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 

Learn from the Legends:
Chess Champions at their Best
by Mihail Marin New Revised Edition
 
The best chess from the best players! In this ambitious 
work, Mihail Marin examines and explains the 
contribution of the chess legends who influenced his 
own development. 

“Learn from the Legends is outstanding and cannot be 
ignored.”   GM Jonathan Rowson, New In Chess 

“I can’t recall having seen a better book in the last two 
decades.”    IM Jeremy Silman, www.jeremysilman.com.

“The book should be on every serious chess player’s 
bookshelf.”   IM Steffen Pedersen, www.dsu.dk.

“This is really an excellent book - truly Quality Chess”  Mark 
Dvoretsky.

“This book is not ‘very good’. It is absolutely outstanding.” 
Eugene Manchester, ChessCafe

“An absolute gem of a book.” GM Paul Motwani

ChessCafe Book of the Year 2005      

Price: € 19.99 240 pages 
ISBN:  91-975244-2-5

Price: € 26.99 332 pages 
ISBN: 91-975244-8-4



Experts vs. the Sicilian edited by Aagaard and Shaw
New Revised Edition
A multinational line-up of leading experts give recommendations 
against their own pet lines in the Sicilian Defence. 

“This is not a good, but a very good book, filled with interesting suggestions.”  
World Championship finalist Nigel Short

“I highly recommend it for chess players everywhere.”  IM John Watson
“Super book ... highly readable & highly recommendable.” GM Simen 

Agdestein.

The Sveshnikov Reloaded by Dorian Rogozenko

Romanian grandmaster Dorian Rogozenko describes the current state 
of affairs in this important opening.

“I believe that all chess opening books should be created like this one. It suits 
both White and Black players – both beginners and experienced players ... 
I would rate this book as 10 out of 10 possible points. It is a perfect book; I 
can’t even find a single drawback in it. “ GM Sergey Tiviakov

The Benko Gambit by Jan Pinski

Renowned theoretician Jan Pinski clearly identifies the critical lines every 
player needs to know in order to play this opening successfully. 

“A must for all Benko Gambit fans.”  Phil Adams
“It hits the bull’s-eye...an introduction with many good ideas.”  

GM Simen Agdestein, Verdens Gang
“Prepare for many hours of productive joy... 9/10.”  chessbug.com

Tiger’s Modern by Tiger Hillarp Persson

Swedish grandmaster Tiger Hillarp Persson presents his own favourite 
line against 1.e4, the Modern Defence with …a6.

“Keeps one entertained with a lively style full of humour... Great stuff!” – GM 
Glenn Flear, NIC-YB 76.

“A fantastic source of inspiration, good advice and hard analysis “ – Phil Adams 

Price: € 19.99 128 pages 
ISBN: 91-975243-8-7

Price: € 24.99 232 pages 
ISBN: 91-975244-6-8

Price: € 23.99 216 pages 
ISBN: 91-975243-6-0

Price: € 24.99 344 pages 
ISBN: 91-975243-5-2



San Luis 2005 is the most celebrated chess tournament 
of the decade. Bulgarian Grandmaster Veselin Topalov 
triumphed and proved that he is a worthy successor 
to World Champions such as Bobby Fischer and 
Garry Kasparov. In this ambitious work Gershon and 
Nor analyse all the games from the tournament, but 
there is no danger of the reader drowning in masses 
of variations, as the authors clearly explain the ideas 
behind the moves. Tournament books used to be a 
familiar part of chess literature with Zurich 1953 a 
classic example, however such books are now rare 
because of the huge effort they demand from the 
authors. Gershon and Nor have risen to the challenge 
and produced a book that is destined to become 
a modern classic, a magnificent book worthy of an 
extraordinary tournament. Many colour photographs 
of the event and the surrounding Argentinean scenery 
help the reader feel what it was like to be at San Luis 
2005. 

“A book set to be a modern classic.” GM Jonathan 
Rowson, New in Chess

“Your bookshelf cannot do without it.” James Vigus BCM
“An outstanding book.” GM Ian Rogers
“The experts always claim that ‘Zürich 1953’ by Bronstein is the best tournament book of all time, 

but now “San Luis 2005” by Gershon and Nor takes over this title.” 
Bab Wilders, Nederlands Dagblad

GM Alik Gershon is a former Israeli Champion and twice junior 
World Champion.

Igor Nor was his coach on both occasions.

ECF Book of the year 2008

San Luis 2005 by GM Alik Gershon & Igor Nor

Price: € 29.99 448 pages 
ISBN: 91-976005-2-0



Challenging the Grünfeld by Edward Dearing

Scottish International Master Edward Dearing offers in-depth coverage 
of the critical 8.¦b1 variation of this complex opening. 

“A tremendous effort ...clear and enjoyable” – GM Glenn Flear, NIC-YB 76
“A wonderful book” – IM Jeremy Silman
“CHALLENGING THE GRUNFELD is a great book ... a tremendously good 

tool for learning how to combat the Grunfeld ... HIGHLY RECOMMENDED” 
– IM John Donaldson

Rook vs. Two Minor Pieces by Esben Lund

In this original book Esben Lund discusses one of the most common im-
balances, where one player has a rook, and the other two minor pieces. 

“A very thorough work”  GM Simen Agdestein, Verdens Gang 
“A wonderful course of instruction”  Rick Kennedy, Chessville

Esben Lund is a young Danish FIDE Master.

Challenging the Nimzo-Indian by David Vigorito

American International Master David Vigorito provides a complete rep-
ertoire against the Nimzo-Indian based on 4.£c2.

“Challenging the Nimzo-Indian is an exceptionally good book from 
both an instructional and practical standpoint.” IM John Watson 
 
David Vigorito is an International Master from Massachusetts, USA.  

Chess for Kids and Parents
by Heinz Brunthaler

Many parents want to help their children to learn chess, but don’t know 
how to do it. This practical book teaches the mysteries of chess with a 
light touch.
 
Heinz Brunthaler has organized more than a hundred international 
tournaments, but now he focuses on writing chess books, especially 
those designed to help novices.

Price: € 29.99 208 pages 
ISBN: 91-975243-4-4

Price: € 23.99 328 pages 
ISBN: 91-976005-5-5 

Price: € 9.99 208 pages 
ISBN: 91-976004-5-8

Price: € 23.99 328 pages 
ISBN: 91-976005-5-5 



Deutsche Titel

Verbessern Sie Ihre Technik im Schach, Jacob Aagaard, 2006
“Und der Rest ist Sache der Technik.” Haben Sie auch diese Phrase in Schachbüchern ge-
lesen und daran gedacht, einen Klempner, Elektriker oder vielleicht einen Professor für 
Sprachen zu rufen, um Ihnen da weiterzuhelfen? Die Idee der Technik im Schach wurde 
schon vielfach besprochen, oft von Leuten, die es nicht besser definieren konnten als “Gute 
Züge in einer Position mit wenigen Figuren zu machen”.

In diesem instruktiven und anregendem Buch erläutert Jacob Aagaard eine Theorie der Sch-
ach-Technik, basierend auf einer langen Tradition, die sowohl leicht zu verstehen als auch 
später in Ihren eigenen Partien anwendbar ist. Dies geschieht durch tiefschürfende, aber 
dennoch leicht zugängliche Kommentare zu Partien großer Techniker wie Kramnik, Leko 
und Andersson, in denen scheinbar nichts passiert, wenn man nicht weiß, nach was man 
Ausschau halten soll. Dem Leser eröffnet sich eine ganz neue Welt schachlichen Reichtums. 

Verbessern Sie Ihr Schach - Super Edition,  Jacob Aagaard, 2008
“Verbessern Sie Ihr Schach” ist nicht nur ein empfehlenswertes Lehrbuch, es ist vor allem auch 
ein bemerkenswertes Mittel auf dem Weg zu einem allgemein besseren Schachverständnis. 
Unterhaltsam, bisweilen fast ein Lesewerk, ist es auch. Dabei bezieht es seinen Charme aus 
dem leichten dogmatischen Streit zwischen dem Autor und dem ebenfalls bekannten und 
geschätzten John Watson, für den das Schachspiel “regellos” ist. Genau in diesem Punkt fühlt 
man sich an das zurückerinnert, was man aus der Literatur zu den Richtungspropagandisten 
Nimzowitsch, Tarrasch und anderen kennt.

Vom fortgeschrittenen Anfänger bis zum erfahrenen Schachjünger – ich kann dieses Buch 
sehr zum Kauf empfehlen.”

Uwe Bekemann, Fernschachpost 2/2009

Verbessern Sie Ihre Variantenberechnung im Schach, Jacob Aagaard, 2006
Was ist ein Kandidatenzug - Wie weit ist es notwendig, Varianten  zu berechnen, um gut
Schach zu spielen - Wie kann ich am besten meine praktische Ergebnisse verbessern?

Diese sind einige der üblichen Fragen von Schachspielern, deren Antworten in diesem 
Buch zu finden sind. Variantenberechnung ist vielleicht der wichtigste Teil des Schachspiels, 
aber die meisten Schachspieler  haben niemals ernsthaft die verschiedenen Techniken 
studiert, die für eine Verbesserung des Denkprozesses angewandt werden können. In 
diesem Buch hat Jacob Aagaard sowohl die wichtigsten Ideen und Meinungen von anderen 
Denkern zusammengetragen als auch seine eigenen Erfahrungen und Betrachtungen 
beigesteuert, so dass ein sehr lesenswertes und instruktives Werk über das Denken im Schach  
entstanden ist.

Fragen der modernen Schachtheorie ist das verlorene Meisterwerk der sowjetischen 
Schachliteratur. Es entstammt der Feder eines zweifachen ukrainischen Meisters und 
wurde 1956 in der Sowjetunion veröffentlicht. Russische Experten behaupten, dass es 
eines der einflussreichsten Schachbücher des 20. Jahrhunderts ist, doch gab es nie eine 
deutsche Ausgabe. Fragen der modernen Schachtheorie wurde den Bedürfnissen des 21. 
Jahrhunderts angepasst und ist nun erstmals einer deutschen Leserschaft zugänglich.

Isaak Lipnitzky zählte zu den großen Spielern der sowjetischen Schachszene gleich nach 
dem 2. Weltkrieg, stark genug, um die Skalps solch legendärer Spieler wie Keres, Smyslow 
und Petrosjan zu erbeuten. Ohne Zweifel wäre er heute eine Berühmtheit, hätte nicht eine 
schlimme Krankheit seinem jungen Leben 1959 ein tragisches Ende gesetzt. 

Preis: € 24.99  pages 216
ISBN: 978-91-975244-5-2

Preis: € 24.99 224 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-09-1

Preis: € 24.99 240 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-14-5

Preis: € 24.99 240 pages 
ISBN: 91-976004-8-2



Grossmeister-Repertoire 1 - 1.d4 Band Eins beschäftigt sich mit Stellungen nach 1.d4 d5 
2.c4, insbesondere mit der Katalanischen Eröffnung, dem Angenommenen Damengambit, 
der Halbslawischen und der Slawischen Verteidigung, sowie mit anderen Varianten des 
Damengambits.

    * Die kritischen Varianten werden von einem Experten erläutert
    * Das Buch enthält Hunderte von Neuerungen
    * Viele von der Theorie empfohlene Varianten werden ernsthaft in Frage gestellt
    * Das Repertoire kann als Basis für ein ganzes Schachleben dienen

Boris Awruch ist ein Großmeister aus Israel. Er gewann Olympiagold für die beste Leis-
tung an seinem Brett, war Junioren-Weltmeister und arbeitete als Sekundant mehrerer 
Weltmeisterschafts-Finalisten

Vollständige Liste der deutschen Titel
Grossmeister-Repertoire 1 - 1.d4 Band I € 29.99 Jun 2009 978-1-906552-33-6
Fragen der Moderne Schachteori  € 24.99 Jun 2009 978-1-906552-14-5
Verbessern Sie Ihr Schach - Super Edition € 24.99  Jun 2008 978-1-906552-09-1
Von den Legenden Lernen € 29.99 Oct 2007  978-91-85779-04-8
Die Stonewall Verteidigung II € 23.99 Jul 2007  91-976004-6-6
Verbessern Sie Ihre Technik im Schach € 23.99 Aug 2007 91-976004-8-2
Lehrbuch der Schachtaktik € 19.99 Jan 2006  91-976005-4-7 
Verbessern Sie Ihre Variant... € 24.99 Apr 2007  978-91-975244-5-2
Experten vs. Sizilianisch € 23.99 Jun 2005   91-975244-1-7

Preis: € 29.99 496 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-906552-33-6

Preis: € 19.99 248 pages 
ISBN: 91-976005-4-7

Preis: € 29.99 360 pages 
ISBN: 91-976004-6-6

Preis: € 24.99 248 pages 
ISBN: 91-975244-1-7

Preis: € 23.99 208 pages 
ISBN: 91-976004-6-6



A Spanish Repertoire for Black $29.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Sep 2007 978-1-906552-17-6
Attacking Manual 1 - 2nd edition  $34.95 £19.99 € 29.99 Oct 2009 978-91-976004-0-8
Attacking Manual 2 $34.95   € 29.99 Oct 2009 978-9-197600-41-5
Attacking the Spanish $29.95   € 23.99 Jul 2009 978-1-906552-17-6
Beat the KID $29.95   € 23.99 Nov 2008 978-1-906552-15-2
Beating the Open Games 2nd edition $29.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Mar 2007 978-91-976004-3-9
Build up your chess 1 $29.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Jun 2008 978-1-906552-01-5
Build up your chess 2 $29.95   € 23.99 Oct 2008 978-1-906552-10-7
Build up your chess 3 $29.95   € 23.99 Jul 2009 978-1-906552-26-8
Challenging the Grünfeld $24.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Mar 2005 91-975243-4-4
Challenging the Nimzo-Indian $29.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Jan 2007 978-91-976005-5-2
Champions of the New Millennium $29.95   € 23.99 Aug 2009 978-1-906552-02-2
Chess for Kids and Parents $11.95 £6.99 € 9.99 Apr 2006 91-976004-5-8
Chess Praxis $29.95 £14.99 € 21.99 Sep 2007 978-91-85779-00-0
Chess Tips for the Improving Player $29.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Jan 2008 978-91-85779-03-1
Experts vs. the Sicilian (2nd edition) $27.95 £16.99 € 24.99 May 2006 978-91-975244-6-9 
Genius in the Background $29.95   € 23.99 Sep 2009 978-1-906552-37-4
GM Repertoire 1 - 1.d4 volume one $29.95   € 24.99 Nov 2008 978-1-906552-05-3
GM Repertoire 2 - 1.d4 Volume Two $34.95   € 27.99 Oct 2009 978-1-906552-33-6
GM Rep. 3 - The English Opening vol. 1 $29.95   € 24.99 Aug 2009 978-1-906552-04-6
GM Rep. 4 - The English Opening vol. 2 $34.95   € 27.99 Nov 2009 978-1-906552-38-1
GM Rep. 5 - The Sicilian Defence $34.95   € 27.99 Nov 2009 978-1-906552-08-4
Learn from the Legends (2nd edition) $29.95 £17.99 € 26.99 Mar 2006 91-975244-8-4
My System $29.95 £14.99 € 21.99 Jan 2007 978-91-976005-3-8
Play the Semi-Slav $29.95 £16.99 € 24.99 Jan 2008 978-91-85779-01-7
Playing the Queen’s Gambit $29.95   € 24.99 Feb 2009 978-1-906552-18-3
Practical Chess Defence $27.95 £16.99 € 24.99 May 2006 978-91-975244-4-5
Quality Chess Puzzle Book $29.95   € 23.99 Nov 2009 978-1-906552-12-1
Questions of Modern Chess Theory $29.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Sep 2008 978-1-906552-03-9
Reggio Emilia 2007/2008 $29.95   € 23.99 Oct 2009 978-1-906552-32-9
Rooks vs Two Minor Pieces $24.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Apr 2005 91-975243-7-9
San Luis 2005 $39.95 £19.99 € 29.99 Aug 2007 978-91-976005-2-1
Sveshnikov Reloaded $24.95 £16.99 € 24.99 Aug 2005 91-975243-5-2
The Benko Gambit $19.95 £13.99 € 19.99 Sep 2008 91-975243-8-7
The Berlin Wall $29.95 £15.99 € 23.99 Aug 2005 978-91-85779-02-4
The King’s Gambit $29.95   € 23.99 Dec 2009 978-9-197600-49-1
Tiger’s Modern $24.95 £15.99 € 23.99 May 2005 91-975243-6-0
True Lies in Chess $29.95 £14.99 € 22.99 Aug 2007 978-91-976005-7-6
Understanding Chess Tactics $24.95 £13.99 € 19.99 Apr 2006 91-975244-2-5

List of titles available in English
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